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PCT/JP2003/010088 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
[ | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages 1,5-12 



2-4,4/1,13, 14, 14/1 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 07 May 2004 (07.05.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



3-5 



„ , filed with the letter of 07 May 2004(07.05.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/8-8/8 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 7 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

O The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

^ the claims, Nos. 1^2 

HI the drawings, sheets/fig __ 



5. n Tbis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
l and7oTf)° rt ^ on & nall y filed ' and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 

* * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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in. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

the entire international application. 

1^1 claims Nos. . 5 



because: 



I I the said international application, or the said claims Nos. _ 
' — I relate to the following subject matter which does not requi 



require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
■ — 1 are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



ra the claims, or said claims Nos. _5 are so inadequately supported 

I2SJ by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. " «««i™ray supponea 

I I no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

I I written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

I I computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



3, 4 



4 



3, 4 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 680071 A2 (Applied Materials, Inc.), 2 

November 19 95, paragraph 2, line 55 to 

paragraph 6 , line 58 
Document 2: US 6092486 A (Sumitomo Metal Industries, 

Ltd.), 25 July, paragraph 2, line 60 to 

paragraph 7, line 43 



Claim 3 

Document 1 sets forth a feature wherein an elastomer 
gasket and a protective collar comprising a thermoplastic 
body made from polytetraf luoroethylene and an elastomer 
gasket, which hinders corrosive plasma gas from reaching 
the elastomer gasket, are provided to grooves on the upper 
surface of a quartz side wall of a plasma processing 
device . 

Document 2 sets forth a means for separating 
fluororesin material, having a flat plate cross- sectional 
shape positioned lengthwise in the radial direction of the 
plasma processing device (i.e. perpendicular to the plasma 
irradiation direction) . 

However, neither documents 1 and 2 nor any of the 
documents cited in the international search report 
suggests of discloses a feature wherein plasma seal 
installation grooves which are shallower than the 
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packing/O-ring installation grooves are continuously 
provided on the plasma irradiation side of the packing/O- 
ring installation grooves provided to the installation 
member . 

Claim 4 

Document 1 sets forth a feature wherein an elastomer 
gasket and a protective collar comprising a thermoplastic 
body made from polytetraf luoroethylene and an elastomer 
gasket, which hinders corrosive plasma gas from reaching 
the elastomer gasket, are provided to grooves on the upper 
surface of a quartz side wall of a plasma processing 
device . 

Document 2 sets forth a fluoro resin material 
separation means having a rectangular shape which is 
positioned lengthwise in the radial direction of the 
plasma processing device (i.e. perpendicular to the plasma 
irradiation direction) . 

Documents 1 and 2 are both features which relate to 
the seals of plasma processing containers of plasma 
processing devices, therefore it would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to have the rectangular shape 
positioned lengthwise in the radial direction of the 
plasma processing device, as set forth in document 2, as 
the shape of the protective collar set forth in document 
1 . 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

The feature characterized by "a plasma seal wherein 
the cross section on the plasma irradiation side is formed 
in a vertically long wedge shape positioned lengthwise in 
the direction perpendicular to the plasma irradiation 
direction" is not fully supported by the description at 
the time of filing of this application. 
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